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P R E F A G B 
India today is the largest democracy in the world. 
She has often been referred to as 'a "boiling pot of different 
castes, customs, religion, culture and people. • 'Unity in 
diversity' happens to be the hall-mark of Indian Society and 
this is evident among the numerous minorities that constitute 
Indian Democracy.6f the major constituents of Indian Society, 
ttie Christians happen to be the third largest segment - small 
but not unin?)ortant. They have greatly contributed to the 
enrichment of the cultural heritage of India and worked for 
enlightenment and progress of the Society. They have carefully 
preserved their identity but, at the same time, have become an 
integral part of the totality of Indian Society. 
The present work is a microcosmic study of the 
Christian community in India with special reference to its role 
and activity within the limits of Aligarh City. Out of the 
present population of 4 lakhs and odd, there are nearly 4000 
Christians in Aligarh. In a predominantly Hindu and Muslim 
population it was a point of interest to find out the impact, 
if any, of the Aligarh Cairistians aa the social, economic and 
political scene. The interest was further intensified because 
Aligarh has a history of being tihe centre of a mass movement, 
and the Christian community had to strive hard to establish 
its identity. 
The study has been made under three main headings, 
namely (a) Historical Eesume, (b) Involvement of Christians in 
the socio-economic life of Aligarh and (c) Influence of Political 
Parties, An appendix has been added to provide a backdrop, as 
it were to the set-up, where the Christian community had to play 
(ii) 
an in^ jortant role. The history of Aligarh Town abundantly ^ nows 
that the Christians have always exerted a purposeful influence in 
the social and political life of the town since the first war of 
independence to the present day. 
The task of drawing information and references for the 
present work has not been any easier than striking oil in the 
desert. Practically no references have been available either 
chronologically or in any official documentation form. Therefore 
excerpts from various sources, not specifically written from the 
point of view of the development of the Christian community in 
Aligarh had to be resorted to.Such records^generally unpublished, 
are found in the Municipal Office private collections and, of 
course the Church records. In this context, I contacted Bishop 
Harland of the Lucknow Diocese, stationed in Allahabad . 
Information of the nature I required was sent to me from the 
acclesiastical library of the Allahabad Church. Bishop L, Powell 
of Agra was to a large extent instrumental in giving me xa 
information regarding the evolution of the Christian institutions 
in the Banna Devi area of Aligarh. Church records were referred 
to get an idea of the number of Christians presently in Aligarh. 
A large number of Christian elite and knowledgeable 
persons were interviewed to collect information on the subject; 
and conclusions were based on whatever meagre records were 
available and the field work, A questionnaire was carefully 
drawn for the field work. The respondents were generally frank 
and helpful, but in many cases the whole work was being suspected 
and information on crucial points was concealed. Informal 
(iii) 
visits and conversation with illiterate Christians in poor 
localities provided a host of information. Lack of political 
cofflsninication and mobility is a major handicap among the 
Christians, 
It should not be unjustified to venture to say that 
the present study claims originality because never before has 
such a ventu:iM been made in relation to the Christians in 
Aiigarh. The Christian community enj(^s an individuality in 
its social,economic and political aspects, and though the 
pace of deveopment is slow it is in conformity with modernity 
and with the needs of an emerging society, 
I would like to extend my grateful thanks to Professor 
S.A.H. Haqqi, Head of the Department of Political Science, ^ aho 
suggested this topic of study and took keen interest in the progress 
of the work, % grateful thanks also to Mr A.F, Usmani, Reader 
in the Department of Political Science, Aiigarh Muslim IMiversity, 
whose able guidance and constant encouragement was largely 
responsible for the successful coBQ}letic»i of this work, Ify 
sincere thanks also to Professor S. Nasir Ali of the Department 
of Political Science for his guidance, I would be failing in my 
duty if I did not extend ny thanks to Mr Allan Shaw who possesses 
encyclopaedic information about the Christians of Aiigarh and 
who cheerfully helped me in collecting material, and now and 
then made constructive suggestions. I am beholden to a lot 
of others whom I have interviewed in this connection. 
CHHISTU^S IM AUGAHH 
C H A P T B R I 
HISTORICAL RBSOMB 
Indian Society is a conglomeration of a variety 
of social, political^ ethenic, and religious groups. They 
all have contributed their bit in the development and 
promotion of what we call Indian Society in the modem 
context of the term. Of all these comnninities the 
Christians constitute an in5)ortant minority group which 
has in many respects accelerated the pace of social 
development and modernity. 
There are about t4 million Christians in India.-^  
Some of pur finest colleges and hospitals were established 
during the last century by American and English Missionaries 
who also played a decisive role in alleviating s\ich <©vll 
practices as thuggee, sati, child marriage and the devadasi 
system. Indian Christians carry on the tradition by active 
participation in relief work for people stricken by flood 
or famine. Their educational institutions continue to be 
^' IliDIA : A Reference Annual 1973 p. 12 
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among the best in the coimtry. 
It is a matter of hlstoilcai analysis as to how 
and when Christians came to India and how it spread to 
various places. As a student of Politics an atteo^t is 
being made to analyse the start and contribution of 
Christians in the social system of Aligarh. 
The district of Aligarh comprises the southernmost 
portion of the Meerut Division and lies in the Doab of t^ he 
Ganges and Jamana« To the north the boundary is purely 
conventional and is formed by the Anupshahr and Khurja 
Tehsils of Bulandshahr District. On the west lie the Mat, 
Hiahaban and Sadabad Tehsils of l&ittra; while to the south-
-east and east lie the Jalesar, Stah and Kasganj Tehsils. 
The latitudes are 27°29' and 28°11' N - and longitude is 
77°29« and 78°38« B. The average area is 1946.1 sq. miles 
or 1245,505 acres. 
What is presently known as the Aligarh District 
was originally included in the Province of Agra and Oudh, 
1 
and the Christian population of these areas was 207,896. 
It was only when the Fort of Aligarh was taken by the 
British in 1803 that the whole region passed under the 
!• The Indian Church Directory (1942-43) 
p. 153 - Diocese of luclmow. 
W^ -llatrict Gazetteers of the United 
Provinces vol. II Aligarh - P.I. 
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administration of the East India Co&^any. The newly 
acquired territory was dlvlded'^  into three sections and 
the Aiigarh District had Mr C, Rassel as its first 
Collector. 
However, to be very precise the first Christians 
in Aiigarh can well be Dr Deraden and his family. They 
were given tiie region called Bahib Bagh in the 17th Century 
by t^ e French India CoQQ)any. This area was an iiiQ)ortant 
trading post and check post mainly occupied by the French 
and British Christian families in greater numbers later on. 
The best source for the earliest records of 
Christianity in Aiigarh is found in the Church of North 
India registers and the histories of the ex-Anglican Church. 
The American Methodist Church ^ as established at a later 
date in about 1856 or 1857 in Bareilly. Aiigarh was 
certainly one of the places where a Methodist Church was 
2 
established prior to 1900. Christ Church Aiigarh was built 
in 1837 and Mr T.P. Woodcock, Magistrate and Collector of 
the district bore the whole cost of the establishment. The 
'Church of Ascension' was built in 1884. The number of 
native Christians was only 57 in 1881 and rose to 203 in 
3 
1891. In 1901 there were 5055 Christians in Aiigarh. 
For reference for exact dfites -
2. History of Methodist Church in India - coii5)iled by 
Bev. John Hollister published in 1956 in conjunction 
with the Centenary of Methodist Church, 
3. District Gazetteers of the United Provinces, Vol.VI, 
Aiigarh* P. 75. 
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They belonged to several denominations but the majority 
were attached to the 'American Spiscopai Methodist 
Connexion' which was the chief missionary agency in 
Aiigarh. 
Though the majority population in Aiigarh were 
Itislims, the converts to Christians were mainly Hindus. 
For the Muslims, at least technically Christians were 
the "People of the Book". Reverance for Prophet Isa-Ihn-i-
-Maryam is part of the Islamic Faith. However Christian 
missionaries have yet to start a dialogue on an academic 
and intellectual level with the Muslims. 
It must be remembered here that spread of 
Christianity was not the object or policy of the Britishers. 
It was only a secondary and subjective policy. In order 
to establish its entire and administration the British 
Bast India Coopany were very careful not to antagonise 
the local people anywhere. They were an eminently practical 
people and hence opposed to missionary work as it created 
resentment among Hindus and ^slims; and also because the 
lines of the Con9)any eii5)loyees were hardly exemplary and 
would invite censure by the priests. A good example can 
be found in the case of Henry Martin - a German missionary 
in India. He was persecuted by the local inhabitants and 
when he sought the shelter of the Union Jack, he was 
refused. Spread of Christianily in Aligarh as in any other 
part of India, was the work of missionaries who came to India -
way back in 4;he time of Akbar. 
When the Aligarh District was not a distinct 
territory marked by borders and included with Oudh and Agra 
there were mai^ philanthrophic and educational institutions 
set up by the Christians of these areas as a combined effort. 
They may be cited as followss-" 
1850 (a) St. John's College - Province of Agra. 
(b) St John's High School. 
(c) Queen Victoria High and Normal 
School - C.M.S. 1892. Agra. 
(d) St John's Girls' School C.M.S. 1912. 
(e) St Georges School Agra. 1875. 
(f) Christ Church Mc.Conaghey School - lucknow. 1893, 
After the formation of Aligarh district there were 
also some more, institutions established by the Christians 
of Aligarh. Diere was a famine in Rajasthan and Saurashtra 
in the end of the 19th Century - widows and orphans from 
that area were sent out to Aligarh where a 'Widows' Home' 
was established for them in the area now known as the 
Ingraham Institute Aligarh Branch School. The widow part 
continued for some time and later on an industrial school 
for girls was established there. For the sake of interest 
it may be noted here that the missionary relief work during 
the terrible famines and epidemics also caused great 
bitterness - because a large number of destitutes and 
orphans were converted by the Christian missionaries during 
the famines. In fact Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, the founder of 
Aiigarh College, began his public career when in 1860 he 
persuaded John Strachey, Collector of U.P. to entrust the 
orphans to Hindu and ^^slim families instead of handing 
them over to the foreign missionaries. Perhaps prior to 
these undertakings was the establishment of the Louisa 
Soule's Girls' School and hostel. At one time there was 
also an industrial training programme for yoimg men across 
the road from the Methodist Church. 
These institutions were open to all communities 
smd some of the most enlightened Indians -both Hindus and 
Muslims who played important roles in national life -
were products of these Christian schools and colleges. 
Later, the lajid across the road from the Church 
was sold off to Christian families to encourage a more 
permanent settlement in the neighbourhood of the Church. 
The old records indicate that there were a large number 
of Catechists or Bible Readers (Women) e.g. Miss A.D. Suelson, 
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Miss P.A. Wilson and many more. These were active in the 
villages of Aligarh district, i.e. Khair, Atrauli and 
Iglas, In the 1930's there was a settlement with the 
Anglican Church which set up a dividing line between their 
rural work and that of the Methodists, ^y which the 
Methodists withdrew from Hathras and the Anglicans with-
-drew from east of Etah road - the boundary being one of 
the canals which had been dug. .The Roman Catholic movement 
was not an in5)ortant factor till their school called 
•Lady Fatima' opened on Marris Road in the late 1960's. 
Today the Christians in Aligarh are roughly 
about 4000 in number and there are two areas with 
predominantly Christian inhabitants. On the south-west of 
the railway line, which runs through the heart of the city, is 
the Methodist Church with its following of about 1000 
people and the area if known as Banna Devi. On the North-east 
of the railway line the Christians are settled in an area 
called G.M. S. C0H9)0und with the Anglican Church or Church 
of Ascension. The small Catholic majority worship in 
the Chapel built within the premises of the Convent. 
Also an area adjacent to Gandhi Park, known as Seesya 
Para, was a predominantly Christian population. These are 
mainly Hindu converts to Christianity coming from the lowest 
strata of society and engaged as menial staff of the 
Municipality Board. A village named Bhamola near the 
Allgarh Fort has a small number of Christian Inhabitants 
also whose main occupation is Pig rearing. 
CHRISTIAN PARTICIPATION IN MDNICIpAL AFFAIRS BBFORB 1947; 
Before Independence a certain section of 
Christians of Allgarh were considered as the 'elite' of the 
social set-up of the city. This was largely due to the fact 
that they enjoyed the patronage of the British Government 
which was then In power. The Christians did much to give 
the place a face lift, through their occupation with the 
i&inlclpal Board which was established on 1st August 1967. 
Given below Is a list of some of the prominent 
Christians before 1947, on the Municipality Board holding 
voveted posts - and a brief summary of their notable 
4 
contributions -
Year 1895 - 94 
Chairman (1) Shrl J.M, Harrison : 1.4.93 to 12.5.93 
(2) Shrl W. Tlrdball j 13.5.93 to 24.11.93 
(3) Shn J.H. Harrison : 25.11.93 to 31.3.94 
Year 1896 - 97 
Chairman : Shrl L.A,S. Porter : 1.4.96 to 31.3.97 
Members of the Board - Shrl H.J. Smith 
Shrl T. Beck 
4. Nagar Board - Record File con9)lled In 1973 
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Year 1899 - 1900 
Chairman : Shri B.A. Molony ; 1.4.99 to 51.4.1900 
Year 1901 - 1902 
Chairman : (1) Shri P. Gray ; 1.4,1901 to 28.6.1901 
(2) Shri F.W. Brovnrigg : 28.6.1901 to 12.3.1902 
(3) Shri W.J.B. Luptcai : 12.3.1902 to 31.3.1902 
Year 1903 - 1904 
Chairman s (1) Shri F.W. Brownrigg 
(2) Shri G.C.W. Ingram 
(3) Shri F.W. Brownrigg 
(4) Shri G.C.W. Ingram 
Year 1906 - 1911 
Chairman J Shri H.J. Pert 
Shri F.J. Fert 
Shri A.F, Fremantte 
Shri W.S. Harris 
Year 1915 - 1914 
Chairman : (1) Shri A.P. Collett 
(2) Shri W.S. Harris 
1.4.1903 to 15.5.1903 
16.5.1903 to 26 .11 .1903 
27.11.1903 t o 29.1 .1904 
30.1 .1904 to 31.3 .1904 
1.4.1908 to 31.3.1910 
1.4.1900 to 6 .4 .1910 
7 .4 .1910 to 27.6.1910 
28.6.1910 to 31.3.1911 
: 1.4.1913 t o 19.6.1913 
: 20 .6 .1913 t o 31.3.1913 
Year 1915 - 1916 
Chairpian s (1) Shri A.B. Sforde : 1.4.1915 to 29.4.1915 
(2) Shri R.W.D. Willoughby: 30.4.1915 to 3.11.1915 
(3) Shri R. Oakden : 4.11.1915 to 31.3.1916 
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Year 1920 • 1921 
Chairman : (1) Shri R. Oakden : 1.4.1920 to 12.4.1920 
(2) Shri W.E.M. Campbell : 13.4.1920 to 29.5.1921 
On the t r ans fe r of Shri W.S.M. Campbell as Commissioner, 
Varanasi Division, the f i r s t Hindustani Chairman of t h i s 
Boaj;>d was elected en 30.5.1921, Navab Abdus Samad Khan. 
After 1921 there were no Chris t ians as Chairman or 
Vice-chairman of the Board. Shri Samuel Johnson was Junior 
Vice-Chairman in 1933 and Dr J . S . Sydney in 1940. They held 
no ii i^ortant post accept occasionally as member of the Board, 
e .g . Shri R.M. Pul le r in 1927 and Revd. Samuel Masih in 1936. 
, The notable contr ibut ions to the public l i f e of 
Aiigarh made by theSe Chris t ians were numerous. Namely 
Shri E.A. Molony in 1899 was instrumental in get t ing the 
survey of the c i t y conrpleted for the drainage system. Later 
in 1903 W.J. Lap ton spent a large sum of money for the 
ia^rovement of the same. In the same year the complete 
survey of the c i ty was also completed and maps prepared 
and sanctioned by the Government. In subsequent years under 
subsequent Chris t ian Chairman much was done for the hygiene 
of the Aiigarh c i ty by way of constructing cesspools and 
surface drainage system a t the cost of 6.75 lakhs . The 
question of building a public water works was a lso taken 
up a t the time of Mr W.S, Harr is . A large Public Park was 
n 
established in 1915 for which a piece of land was purchased 
for Hs.8,816/-. In 1924 education was made free by the Board 
in its own schools which incidently engjloyed majority of 
Christian teachers. 
In the year 1894 - 1895, the construction of Town 
Hall was started and the Board paid Rs. 10,000/- from its own 
funds towards its construction. One garden was established 
with the Town Hall. A Park in the t&inicipal Office was also 
done by the Board in 1907 - 1908, Prior to the year 1911 -12, 
the High School of the Aligarh town was run jointly by the 
District Board and Municipal Board - together with the District 
and Duffrin Hospitals j which was provincialised in the 
year 1946. 
However since 1925 for the first tioie in the 
history of the Municipality the elections to the Board were 
0 
contested by nominees of the Indian National Congress and the 
Central Khilafat Committee, The candidature put forward by 
these essentially popular bodies were in every case returned 
by the voters giving the Board for the first time in its 
existence a title to be considered truly representative of 
the tex payers. Hence the number of Hindus and ^ &lSlims 
increased in the Jtmicipality and the Christians were driven 
into the background and were less prominent on the local 
scene. This feature is undeniably established today when 
we have practically no Christian on any of the five committees 
12 
of the Board, fiz: (1) Public Works, (2) Finance, 
(3) Public Health, (4) lighting and (5) Road Watering. 
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G H A P T S R I I 
IHyOLYBMBUT OF CHRISTIANS IN THS SOCIO-
POLITICAL LIFE OF ALIGARH SINCE 1947. 
The iinage of the educated Christian in Aligarh 
has always been that of the nurse, the teacher, the doctor 
and the tecimician. Nevertheless there is almost no 
Christian upper class, majority being classed as the lower 
middle class. But the poorest of Christian families are 
mostly models of courtesy and orderliness with strong 
religious leanings. 
90/S of the Christians in Aligarh come from a 
lower subordinate class. Aligarh was a Mass ^vement Area, 
and this largely eacplains the reason why the Christian 
population of this area has such a low financial and 
economic stand. However much effort has been made by them 
in the past to inprove their lot, and today we have the 
Christians actively participating in the social and public 
life of Aligarh. Their national outlook is largely 
responsible for this factor. It may soiind strange, but the 
Christians of Aligarh are more Indianised than their Hindu 
and Muslim counterparts. They idep,tify themselves 
congjletely with the social set-up and give their complete 
allegiance to the ruling party in the Government. This 
1 4 
again i s a t t r ibu ted to t h e i r strong re l ig ious leanings 
which are deeply iii$>rinted on the i r thinking. Namely 
"give unto Caesar what i s Caesar 's and unto CJod what i s 
God's. They wholeheartedly work for the na t iona l progress 
and contr ibute t h e i r l i t t l e b i t towards a c t i v i t i e s which 
are t r u ly c rea t ive ly non-communal. 
The Chris t ians of Aligarh had to s t a r t building 
up t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and economic s t a tu s from scra tch . 
When reference to Christ ians of Aligarh i s made, i t i s 
given to understand that they are not the Br i t i shers of 
pre-independence days, but converts from Hinduism who 
form the Christ ian community of today. They had to be 
educated both l i t e r a l l y and technical ly before they could 
successfully pa r t i c ipa t e in the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l l i f e of 
Aligarh. However th i s work began much before independence 
trhen the American and English missionaries opened a few 
Homes where education was a lso imparted. Consequently 
today we find tha t 75J< of the Chris t ians over here are 
l i t e r a t e and the remaining 25^ are i l l i t e r a t e because 
t h e i r job does not demand any such requirement and they 
are content to remain as they a r e . 
QD. a c loser study i t i s quite apparent tha t i f 
given a choice the Chris t ians would unhesi ta t ingly opt 
for a Government job . They f ee l that t h i s kind of job 
Jo 
offers them better security, better pay scales, better 
working hours and working facilities; and above all 
iiqpartlal treatment. On the other hand also, they are 
sentimentally attached to the Government for reasons 
which are half religious principle oriented and half 
traditional. Government jobs require a certain standard 
of literacy and this provides an incentive for the 
Christians to get educated if the opportunity presents 
itself. 
However, there are Christians in Aligarh who are 
en5)loyed in private concerns such as laboratories, factories, 
schools and administration besides those in Government 
services. In fact there are some Christians in practically 
every field offered by the socio-economic set-up of Aligarh -
with the exception of agriculture. There is a very apparent 
reason for this. Because of their financial condition no 
Christian can afford to buy or rent a few acres for the 
purposes of Agriculture. Besides this, the Christians are 
not business-minded to carry or see these ventures through. 
It will be quite evident from the following study 
that the Christians are in a majority at a certain fixed 
economic and social level. A level that definitely puts 
them down as the lower middle and middle class. There are 
many reasons for this,peculiarity. Firstly the Christians 
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of Allgarh have come from an unestabllshed backgroxind 
with no particular cultural or social heritage. Therefore 
they began with a decided handicap as coo^ared to the 
other communities which were already economically and 
socially sound. Secondly, besides their commendable 
improvement in their social and economic status, they have 
made slow progress if compared to the other communities 
progressing simultaneously, largely due to the fact that 
the Christians as a community are not business-minded and 
characteristically unambitious and lazy. It must be made 
quite clear here that this is only a local characteristic 
and no such assumptions are valid for Christians outside 
Aligarh without a sincere close analysis or study. All 
these stated facts will be quite clear by the following 
account of the involvement of Christians in the different 
walks of the socio-political life of Aligarh. 
Education; 
The field of educaticoi provided a nucleus for 
hectic Christian act iv i ty . I t provided an opening and 
opportunity for them to develop their po l i t i ca l and social 
s ta tus . The Christians were a small community and in the 
pre-independence days depended on the missionaries and 
the i r schools l ike Louisa Soule's Girls School and Ingram 
1 ? 
Institute for education. There was also famous Jai Narayan 
School which was shifted to Sikandra Rao after 1947. This 
school was a Christian school and ioparted free education. 
Countless Christians were products of these schools, 
and who 3^ ater came back to work as teachers and Headmaster. 
We have Rev. S.J. Lall as Headmaster of Christian School in 
1939-41. Mr V.J. Walters was Headmaster of Government Inter 
College of Aiigarh for several years till his retirement. 
Mission School or Louisa Soule's Girls School has a Christian 
Headmistress and 99^ staff of Christians always. There are 
trained Christian teachers even in the l^ &inicipal schools 
and Christians like teaching there because they are 
Government concerns. 
On a closer look, one observes that the teaching 
profession is popular with the Christian ladies and only up 
to Higher Secondary level. The reason being that they 
themselves are not higher educated. There are no Christian 
teachers at the graduate and post-graduate level. 
Teaching provides a mainstay for the educated 
Christian women who go a long way in supporting a large 
family. The recent opening of the Convent dalied Lady 
Fatima Higher Secondary School has opened new venues of 
en5)loyaent for the trained Christian girls. However the 
schools draw no bar about en^loying nonrChristians and 
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the education is open to children from all walks of life 
and from all communities. 
HEALTH SEBVICBS; 
Another popular occupation of the Christians, 
particularly women, is nursing. This profession provides 
a mainstay for at least A5% of Christian girls of Aligarh. 
In India, this profession has failed to get the respect it 
deserves, so much so that it is frowned upon by everyone 
from the higher rungs of society. The reasons for this 
attitude are many with far reaching consequences. It is 
enough to say that it is an asset to those who come from 
poor or lower middle class families. 
60^ of nurses in the Jawahar Lai Medical College ' 
are Christians with a Christian Matron Miss B.M. Scott and 
Assistant Matron Mrs Mohini Joseph. The Aligarh Malkhan 
Singh Hospital,, previously known as Duffrin Hospital had 
large numbers of Christian girls as nurses and under 
training. At times it had Christiai^  Matrons also like 
Mrs Bam and Mrs R. James. Nursing provides the golden 
opportunity for these girls to iaprove their economic and 
social status, better matrimonial prospects and does not 
require a high standard of education. 
A very very small number of Christians have gone 
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in for higher Medical studies like M.B.B.S. Of all those 
students an rolls of Medical College for MBBS the Christians 
are all outsiders. In the past we have one or two persons 
only who became full fledged doctors from Aligarh, like 
Miss Vidya Singh daughter of the D.S. Mr J.W, Singh. But 
we have incidents of Christian doctors practising in the 
Aligarh City. For example Dr R. Mani; Dr Mrs M, Bolin 
and Dr Boars at Banna Devi. These doctors had a good 
practice but were outnumber by far by the (fttslim and Hindu 
doctors. 
G;Laa;o Laborator;|.es: 
This factory about 6 Em outside Aligarh Town en^loys 
some 17 Christians in the capacity of labourers, drivers of 
milk collecting trucks and technicians. To name one such 
is Mr A, Patro who is an Engineer in the laboratory. 
Lock Factories; 
Lock manufacturing is the chief industry of Aligarh 
and naturally absorbs many Christians besides other labour 
available. A few Christians go to lock factories situated 
in the city mostly on daily wages. Even children from 
Christian families are sent to work here at Rs. 15/- fortnightly. 
But however the Tiger Lock factories, one in the Civil Lines 
on Harris Boad and one in Banna Devi continue to be the big 
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attractions. Here the Christians are mainly en^loyed as 
mechanics and foremen. 
BUSINESS; 
This is one field in which one finds practically 
no Christians, because it requires capital and contacts. 
In the past, however, we have very f©w instances of Christian 
businessmen such as Mr George Wilson who had lorries for 
transporting goods from one place to another on a hire basis. 
But this business fizzled out soon enough for reasons not 
quite known. Also Mr Brie Paul who had a General Merchants 
shop in Dodhpur market, 
GOVBRMSNT SBRYIOBS; 
Central Government Prj.ntlDp; Press; 
There are approximately 203 Christians presently 
eii5)loyed in the Aligarh Government Press in the capacity of 
binders, warehousemen printers, packers and labourers. 
Nevertheless some Christians have also held the post of 
Manager and Assistant Manager successfully. For instance 
Mr George Methon was Manager in 1960, with Assistant Manager 
Mr V, Omen. At a later date Mr S, Hamilton occupied the 
latter post. There were several Christian Managers upto 
1960, but none occupied the post since then to present day. 
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Also Mr R.M, Booth proved to be an exceptionally good 
General Foreman. The eioployees are required to be Matric 
pass, who are given the work of binders, etc. The main 
attraction is the Central Government pay scales. 
Post and Telegraph Sea;Ls; 
Though there is no record of Christians working 
for the Post and Telegraph Office in Aligarh for the last 
15 years, there are about 20 Christians on the staff of 
Post and Telegraph Seals, adjacent to the Government 
Printing Press, This office provides all the requirement 
of seals and forms required by the post Office, which are 
printed in the Government Press, The cost of the seals 
and the forms are all borne by the P & I Department. 
Telephones: 
A few Christians work in the Telephones 
Department of Aligarh which Is an autonomous body with a 
large building of its own. We have instances of Mr Vincent 
Pearson as an Exchange Operator; Kr M.C, Michael as retired 
Telephone Inspector and presently enployed Mr Victor Morgan 
(1974) also as Telephone Inspector. 
Central Dairy Farm: 
Before this Dairy Farm was sold to the Government 
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It was called £aventers Dairy Farmj and 96% of Its en^loyees 
were Christians. But after the Government took over we only 
have a few examples of Christians in the more in^ortant posts. 
For example Manager Mr B.I}. Borrom (1960's), Assistant Manager 
Mr N.C. Corbett and Cashier Mr M.S, John. 
However there are still about Christians 
en?)loyed in the Dairy Farm in the capacity of Dairy Incharge, 
Piggery Incharge, Sbughter House Incharge, etc. These 
Christians stay within the premises of the Farm in accommodation 
provided by the authorities. The Christian population of 
'Cherat' as the area is popularly known, has increased to 
about 100 to 125. 
Rationing; 
The Chris t ians have always been present i n t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r occupation since the 1940's. We have Mrs P. Singh 
as Lady Senior Inspector in 1947. Mr Donald Benjamin in 1946 
and many o thers . Mr M. Oliver (1974) i s present ly employed 
as an Inspector. However t h i s profession has l o s t i t s 
charm in con9)arison to other Government services open to 
Aligarh Chr i s t i ans . 
Railways; 
If we see in the National perspective we will 
observe that there is- a concentration of Indian Christians 
23 
and Anglo-Indians in the Railway services. It is a 
community-wise distribution of services in India. The 
same stands good for Aligarh, though there are avery few, 
infact just one or two Anglo-Indian families, in Aligarh 
in the Railways, However there -have been very many in the 
yesterdays. 
The Christian Railway employees have proved to be 
better workers, more reliable, faithful and technically sound* 
Moreover they are perfect in Signals. BCit we find Christians 
in many capacities such as engine drivers, guards, technicians, 
plate layers, ticket collectors and StatiOA Masters. Vbat-
-ever be the designation, the Christians have outdone their 
colleagues from other communities.. In Aligarh we have had 
many Christians in in^ortant offices. To quote a few names, 
Mr R. Cabrole was Station Master in 1953. Mr E.J. Charles 
was Head Train Sxaminer in 1962. Mr H. Gardner was T.T.I, 
and Mr I. Charles and Mr Fredrick Paul were Guards and 
Ticket Checkers. Mr D, Gardner is Fitter together with 
Mr Yunus Masih, These Christians of Aligarh were and are 
responsible for the coordination and smooth functioning of 
the Railways as an ia^ortant public service, from the 
Aligarh area. 
Roadways; 
There are many Christian boys and men working in 
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the Government Roadways or Bus Services in Aligarh. They 
are mostly mechanics in the Workshop, and drivers on buses. 
For exaiig)le Mr B. Bennet is driver together with Mr Samuel C. Lai 
on the buses plying between Aligarh and Delhi. Mr Diamond 
Failbus is a Foreman in the Workshop, Mr Alec Masih is 
Travelling Inspector. 
ia,sceXliaft.eptts: 
Aligarh has had a few Christians in the Police 
Force also - but none in the Constabulary. Being a 
transferable Job, many Christian Superintendents of Police 
have come and gone and many also in lesser offices. For 
instance, S.P. Mr R. Mall. There was also Mr L. Blanchi as 
line Inspector. 
From time to time also there were Christians as 
Inspectors of Schools. One suchms Mrs B. Pearson of 
Aligarh. 
Mr Harold Shaw was a Labour Officer en?)loyed by 
the Government* 
Aligarh has no Cantonment and maintains no 
standing army. Nevertheless, there is N.C.C. in the 
different schools and colleges and from time to time we 
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have Chris t ian Officers posted here from the Regular Aray. 
Two such off icers whose families have s e t t l ed in Aligarh 
are Lt.Col. S, V, Gumey and Major S.D'Souza. 
There i s a v i l l age adjacent to the Gandhi Park 
known, as Seesyapara with a majority of Chr is t ians employed 
as the menial s ta f f of the Municipality. As a side business 
these people rea r pigs for sa le purposes. 
In the Muslim Itoiversity of Aligarh we have had a 
few Chr is t ian administrators who have proved indispens ib le . 
Presently we have the eji:ang>ie of Mr P.V. George who i s the 
Regis t rar and Mr A . j . Rajendran as the Finance Officer of 
the Universi ty. 
I t i s quite obvious from the above study that 
there i s involvement of Chris t ians i n p r a c t i c a l l y every 
f i e ld of the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l l i f e of Aligarh. Their 
contr ibut ion i s considerable towards maintaining be t t e r 
public services because they are working mostly as 
Government s e r v t o t s . Because of t h i s fac t the other 
communities in majority cannot f a i l to acknowledge t h e i r 
presence and soc ia l importance. 
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C H A P T E R I I I 
IMPLUEHCE OF POLCTICAL PARTIES 
The pa r t i c ipa t ion and involvement of Chris t ians of 
Aligarh in p o l i t i c s i s , for obvioijs reasons motivated to 
preserve and promote the i n t e r e s t of the community. Being 
a microscopic minority they have got to be cautious and 
careful in t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n s . The community''s 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t i s na tu ra l ly the major determinent. However, 
t h e i r l eg i t imate i n t e r e s t s have always to be in consonant 
with the larger i n t e r e s t s of the other communities. 
P o l i t i c a l pa r t i c ipa t i on , as i t i s genera l ly imderstood, 
does not consis t in periodic exercise of f ranchise ; i t i s 
a comprehensive and continuous process which ca l l s for 
constant education and judicious choice betweon a l t e rna t ive 
programmes. We, however, have no evidence of the educated 
ch r i s t i ans of Aligarh ever making important contr ibut ions 
by i n i t i a l i n g p o l i t i c a l discussions or d i r e c t l y pa r t i c ipa t ing 
in p o l i t i c a l movements or again promoting any party ideology .They 
must not fo rge t , never th less , tha t many c h r i s t i a n s of India 
were associated with Mahatama Gandhi and the 'Freedom Movement', 
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I t ia qui te in te res t ing to note tha t the Indian National 
Movement owes i t s emergency to a c h r i s t i a n - Allen Octavian 
Htune, Besides tl^is the c h r i s t i a n ideas deeply influenced 
the new soc ia l reform movement in India to the extent that 
many English people thought tha t Raja Rammohan Roy had 
become a crypto-Chr is t ian . Many saw ^rahma Samaj as a 
Chr is t ian version of reformed Hinduism. 
However, vfcile discussing the pa r t i c ipa t ion of 
Chr is t ians in !Politica i t i s important to take into 
considerat ion the fac tor or fac tors which mould t h e i r 
na t i ona l outlook. 
I t i s a generally accepted view tha t in the pre -
p a r t i t i o n days the Chr is t ians were the strong supporters 
of the government. Col lectors gave patronage to local 
Chris t ians always vied for t h e i r favours . This established 
t r a d i t i o n was carried over t o the post p o s t - p a r t i t i o n days 
-v;hen the ru l ing party in the government always got the 
a l legiance of the Chr i s t i ans . On the whole the Chris t ians 
were credi ted with very passive contr ibut ion to p o l i t i c s . 
* In the l a t e 19th Century he urged Calcut ta University 
students to form a party which could encourage nat ional 
t rends , bridge-up r e l i g ious differences and have as i t s 
p r inc ipa l aim the improvement of r e l a t i ons between U.E, and 
India . The party included Muslims, Hindus aJid untouchables 
and l a t e r emerged as the Nat ional is t Movement pledged to 
expel the B r i t i s h , 
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The Chris t ians in Aligarh, as reveoled "by my survey, 
are r e sen t fu l of t h i s view. They say tha t t h i s prevalent 
viev/ i s the viexv of the "ou ts iders" . On the i r part they 
claim that they have always "been guided by t h e i r r e l i g ious 
dictum of "Render unto Caesar what i s "^aesar's, and unto 
God what i s God's". Consequently they have heen loyal to 
the government of the t ime. They argue that i f they had 
"been in Pakistan they would have imhesi tat ingly given t h e i r 
a l legiance to the ru l ing party of Pakis tan . 
The Chr is t ians in Aligarh argue that as regards the i r 
al legiance to the Br i t i sh Government and the patronage 
extended to them during that t ime, the Br i t i sh in India 
never ruled for r e l i g i o n . The words of Henry LTartin are 
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widely quoted "The Union Jack i s not for r e l i g ious protection" 
They argue fur ther tha t during the Br i t i sh times a l l 
the communities, hoth majority and minori ty , v/ere 
propor t ionate ly represented in the var ious public s e r v i c e s . 
Not because the Government liked or d i s l i e d a p a r t i c u l a r 
r e l i g i o n but simply because the B r i t i s h r u l e r s wanted t o 
maintain an administrat ive balance in public l i f e . 
1. Henry Martin - Autobiography. Published in Lucknow 1936-40 
P.42. 
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In Aligarh Wc, I.W, Go-tton, Col lector of the 
D i s t r i c t (1935-36) naturally, gave patronage to the 
Chr i s t i ans , hut t h i s does not mean tha t other 
communities were neglected« 
My sample svocvey in the town shows tha t the 
majority of Christ ians in Aligarh were foimd to hold 
the same view as that of the whole Chr i s t i an 
community of India . That i s , that they were f i r s t l y 
Indians, loyal to the G-overnment and working for the 
progress of the Country. Only secondary was the point 
tha t they were Chr i s t i ans . They a l l adocate that 
Chr i s t i an i ty i s the r e l i g i o n of the land and no Indian 
Chr is t ian owes any al legiance p o l i t i c a l or soc i a l , to 
the outside world. 
As a r e s u l t of the ahove;mentioned views held hy the 
Chris t ians in Aligarh, and vdao in turn claim to he deeply 
influenced hy r e l i g i o n , they have alwaj'-s voted for the 
Congress Par ty ever since India gained independence in 1947, 
The Indian National Congress has held the r e i n s of power 
and the a l legiance of Chr is t ians to i t i s both a matter 
of f a i t h and a pr inc ip le of s u r v i v a l . I t i s qui te evident 
from t h i s point to presume tha t pa r t i c ipa t ion of Chris t ians 
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in p o l i t i c s is a passive one. Chris t ians have not been 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s t s as a community in Aligarh, Consequently 
a l s o , they, have never heen wooed by any other p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s l ike the Jan Sangh or the Muslim League during 
e lec t ion compaign. ^ut they cons t i tu te the vote hank 
although a small one, for the Congress". 
In sp i te of the fact that the Chris t ians were taken 
for granted to have complete a l legiance to the Congress Party 
there had been an exception in t h e i r voting behaviour during 
the general e lec t ions in 1967. To c l ea r ly understand t h i s 
point we have to remember tha t anti-Congressism was at 
the highest at tha t t ime. Besides general economic 
depression, a va r i e ty of problems had e i the r emerged or made 
out to influence public opinion. Agitation by s tudents 
a l l over the S t a t e , ant i-English s t i r , campaign against 
CQw-slaughter, and several other problems were taken up 
by the Opposition p a r t i e s to influence the public opinion 
agains t the Congress. The grand design was to oust the 
Congress from power and embark on a new experiment. 
I r r e spec t ive of i t s merits and the motives behind i t , the 
t o t a l s i tua t ion contributed to 'Congress Hatao' phobia. 
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LIST OP OAKPIPATSS FOR PAJtLIAMEM ( 1967 ) 
1. 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9. 
10. 
1 1 . 
12. 
13 . 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20 . 
2 1 . 
Anant fiaJfl Verma 
Abdul Majeed Qureshi 
ijaar Singh 
Inder P a l Singh 
L.N. Mathur 
Kamal Singh 
Khan Iqbal Khan 
Ganga Saran 
Dev Dut Kalanki 
Nairn Qureshi 
Bri jeshwar Dayal 
Bhoj Raj 
Mahendra P a l 
M i s r i Lai 
Mohan Lai Azad 
Ravindra Yusuf Khwaja 
Vansh G-opal Jh ingaran 
Shabbir Hasan 
Shiam Vir Singh 
Haf izu l l ah Rehman Dosi . 
Hafiz Mohammad Usmani 
— 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
I n d i v i d u a l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
P . S . P . 
Jan Sangb 
Ind iv idua l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
Ind iv idua l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
Ind iv idua l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
Ind iv idua l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
I nd iv idua l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
Congress 
I n d i v i d u a l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
I n d i v i d u a l 
S . S . P . 
I n d i v i d u a l 
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The Chr is t ians were also influenced hy tha t and, for once, 
they looked at the Opposition. The Elect ion Studjr of the 
Aligarh Constituency (1967) undertaken by the Departn^nt 
of P o l i t i c a l Science under Professor S.A.H, Haqqi and 
Dr. A.F, Usmani amply proves that the Chr is t ians had 
changed t h e i r posi t ion as 'Vote Bank' of the Congress. 
The Chr is t ians of Aligarh are' largly concentrated in 
a few Mohallas, v i z , Banna Devi, Fagla Molvi, and 
Mission Banna Devi, The voting s t rength of Chris t ians in 
these Mohallas in 1967 was 1168 or ahout 60^ of the t o t a l 
e l e c t o r a t e , ^he second l a rges t group in the area i s tha t of 
the Scheduled Castes, T/*Lile the Muslims come t h i r d . Both 
these communities cons t i tu te ahout 30^ of the e l e c t o r a t e . 
Ahout S2fo of the e lec tora te of the Mohallas exercised t h e i r 
f ranchise , '-'•'here were as many as 21 candidates in the f i e l d , 
he r e s u l t s of the e lect ion at the Voting S ta t ion of th i s 
area - Gyanoday Higher Secondary School - are revea l ing . 
The Congress nominee got 196-votes, whereas h is nearest 
r i v a l , a Jan Sangh candidate polled 322, The five Muslim 
candidates together polled 26 vo tes , while an independent 
candidate belonging to Scheduled ^aste obtained 438 v o t e s . 
* Stat ion-wise r e s u l t s were made avai lable to the survey 
team but the pract ice v/as stopped by the Election 
Commission. 
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Let us presume tha t the Chris t ians as a group vote for 
the Congress and tha t they are opposed to i t s main r i v a l , 
the Jan Sangh. This hypothesis i s "belied in th i s p a r t i c u l a r 
case , 
(a) The Congress nominee, a Muslim would not have put up 
such a poor show if a l l the Chris t ians had voted for 
him, 
(b) The Jan Sangh, which i s regarded to he a par ty supported 
by the middle c lass and the businessmen, could not do so 
well in t ha t area because i t s chief suppor ters , the 
'-'aste Hindus and the Brahmins are a microscopic 
minority in the area, 
(c) The Independent Schedule ^as te candidate a lso could 
not obtain so many votes simply on caste b a s i s , because 
the Scheduled Castes are well kriovai for being pro-CiDngress. 
I t can, therefore be concluded tha t the Chr is t ians voted 
against the Congress and the general be l i e f that the Christ ians 
cons t i t u t e a vote bank for the Congress i s not co r r ec t , at l eas t 
in t h i s case . 
There may have been various reasons for t h i s voting 
behaviour of the Chr i s t i ans . A subs t an t i a l niunber of Chr i s t ians , 
for instance, work in fac tor ies or areas dominated by the 
Jan Sangh leader . Or, some Chr i s t ian leaders may happen to be 
* I am gra tefu l to Professor S.A.H. Haqqi and Dr. A.F. Usmani 
for permitting me to use mater ia l from the i r s tudy. 
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personal f r iends of the Jan Sangh candidate . In any case, 
one thing i s c lear that t h e i r voting behavioiir was not 
« 
determined by an ideology or pre-determined p lan . The Congress 
could not succeed to communicate and prohahly fa i led to nurse 
t h i s segment of the const i tuency. 
I t i s a l so to he pointed out tha t during my survey of 
t h i s area I was to ld hy a majority of i n t e l l i g e n t respondents 
tha t the loca l Congress party did not communicate with them 
during the f ive years of i t s r u l e since 1969, I v/as also 
t o l d that the Congress candidate did not v i s i t the area even 
once. But t h i s not mean tha t the Jan Sangh, the main r i v a l 
of the Congress in Aligarh was, in any v/ay, more conscient ious. 
The Jan Sangh candidate dtiring the Samjrulrta Vidhaj'^ak rule -
the comhined Opposition ru le - 1967-69, v i s i t e d the area once 
and never came a f t e r t h a t . The Chris t ians were obviously 
d i s s i l l u s i o n e d . 
In 1971 the Congress candidate for Tarliament from Ali^j-i-h, 
was defeated by the B.K.D, candidate d i r e c t l y su-p-norted by 
the Jan Sangh. In 1974 the Assembly se-^.t of Aligarh was 
captured by the Jan Sangh, Since the prac t ice of coiinting 
votes for each pol l ing sta.tion sep3ratel3^ has been stopped, 
i t i s not possible to determine the ro l e of the Chr is t ians 
in the process . However, i t can be asser ted on the bas i s 
of my f ield survey of the area tha t the Chr i s t ians 
although a pro-Congress group can be influencoc? by other 
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p a r t i e s under spec ia l circumstances. The Christ ians as 
pointed out elsewhere, happen to he an economically poor 
^ d s o c i a l l y depressed group, i s sometime eas i ly sv/ept by 
anti-Congress propaganda as they did in 1971. -he other 
p a r t i e s have no ideological l inks with the group and no 
member of the group happens to be an ordinary member of 
any-opposite party in the c i t y . The Chief complaint i s 
tha t in sp i t e of t h e i r large support, the Conrcress pays 
scanty a t t en t ion to t h e i r basic problems of emplo^'inent, 
housing and education. They feel i so la ted and ignored, and 
consequejitly they tont inue to be a closed group with l eas t 
p o l i t i c a l mobility and modernization. 
Another reason for the p o l i t i c a l apathy in the group 
i s tha t Congress general ly puts up a candidate from, / l i g a r h 
who i s e i t h e r am outs ider , unknown in the constituency or 
p o l i t i c a l l y •unknown loca l man who had no experience of 
soc ia l wort . ¥xj ITafeesul Hasan (1952) and T;lr, Yxinus Salim 
(1971) were outsiders khereas Mr, M,J. Iliwaja (1957) 
Mr, J a r r a r and Tfc. Haleem Xhwa;ja (1974) were p o l i t i c a l l y 
unknown - or at l e a s t , l ea s t known f i g u r e s . Such s i t u a t i o n 
nat \ j ral ly affect the behaviour of ordinary i l l i t e r a t e v o t e r s . 
The Chr i s t i ans cannot be an exception. 
Yet another factor which i s t o be mentioned here and, 
which caused widespread resentment amongst the Chris t ian 
vo t e r s , and for tha t matter t h i s i s so with other communities 
a l so , that the e l ec to ra l r o l l s are defec t ive . Among o thers . 
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hundreds of Christian names were left out in the electoral 
lists. For instance, 150 Christian voters residing in the 
Civil Lines in Aligarh were denied the right to exefcise 
their franchise because their names -were omitted from the 
lists. They claim that the whole election was a hoax. 
On the whole, the devotion of the Christian community 
of Aligarh for the Congress remains too strongly engraved. 
There is practically no evidence of the Christians 
transferring their allegiance to any other party on the 
temptation of financial bargain hy the parties during the 
election. Consequently the Christians remain a singularly 
passive, and hence unimportant commimity as far as their 
participation in politics is concerned, Heverthless they 
cannot be completely ignored as a commimity as they have 
the latent potential of exerting their will, if they chose 
to do so. Their main drawback is the absence of an energetic, 
d3mamic and influential Christian leader. Someone v/ho may 
mould their thinking actively towards a more creative 
and result oriented political participation. However, the 
Christians in Aligarh seem to be generally satisfied with 
the state of affairs as they are; content to stay in the 
backgroimd and carve out a hard earned living. The 
microscopically small section of Christians vAiich can provide 
the group with the required incentive for a fuller and riclier 
life for their Cliristian counterparts has failed to do so. 
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The gap between the middle c lass Chris t ians and the lower 
middle class and poor Christ ians appears considerably v/ide. 
Even the common bond of p o l i t i c a l a f f in i ty to the ru l ing 
par ty has fa i led to make any headway tov/ards removing t h i s 
d i s p a r i t y . 
f. 0 
C O N C L U S I O M 
I t i s believed that Chr i s t i an i ty in India, l ike 
Islam, may bever become t o t a l l y India, in the sense that 
j u s t as the Indian tftislim w i l l always bow towards Mecca, 
the Far Eastern Buddhist w i l l continue to revere Gaya 
and i n Indra, the Chris t iaas w i l l have t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 
a f f in i ty with Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Rome, But may be 
t h i s a l lega t ion stands good in the l i g h t of the fact t h a t 
the Church in India continues to have f inanc ia l l inks with 
the Western Church and acts as d i s t r ibu t ing agents of 
foreign benef ic ia r ies . 
a 
The same may be applicable t o / c e r t a i n degree to 
the Chris t ians of Aligarh, who enjoy the patronage of American 
and Btiglish Missionaries according to the Church to which 
they belong. But, the a l legat ions stop short the re . There 
i s every evidence i n t h i s study that the Chris t ians of 
Aligarh, for that matter, the whole of India, on the basis 
of t h e i r understanding, v is ion and resources are t rying to 
contr ibute to the common struggle for the remaking and 
betterment of Indian Society. 
In India we l ive today in the context of the 
r e j ec t ion of Chr i s t i an i ty (except in the t r i b a l a reas ) . 
And th i s i s due, according to Mathai Zachariah-, Secretary 
of National Chris t ian Council "to both soc io- re l ig ious and 
ii 
political causes and in explanation of the differences 
between the Christian and the non-Christian understanding 
of religious fundamentals and also showing how India as a 
nation can benefit by a value system informed by Christ." 
Whatever may be the cause, the same does not hold good in 
the context of Christians of Aiigarh. These Christians have 
completely identified themselves with the social set-up of 
Aligarh and have been accepted as'such. 
Though there is not much effort to propagate 
Christianity in the town,much is being done in the rural 
areas within the Aligarh District but outside the Aligarh 
Town, We have the outstanding example of 'Chandpuri • 
village with a largfe number of Harijan converts to 
Christianity. It is quite evident that Christians of 
Aligarh are devout Christians, and regular Church goers 
and they carry their religious sentiments with them into 
the various fields in which they are en5)loyed. They enjoy 
the same benefits and opportunities as the other communities 
of Aligarh's multi-religious population. The Church does 
not in any way interfere in the Public administration of the 
city except through the welfare agencies like the two 
Christian educational centres and Institute for Orphan 
known as Ingram Institute. These in turn are coordinated 
through the National Christian Council of India. 
1 >-• 
Besides their religious leanings the Political 
In9}act of the Christians in Aligarh cannot be ignored. No 
political party in the state and coming down to the District 
level can afford to ignore a minority and therefore the 
Christians have a definite iiig)act upon the political life 
of the town. Each Christian vote in Aligarh counts and 
the last two general elections in the state have proved it 
and the community has come to stay. Aa outstanding feature 
of their political behavious is their unfailing allegiance 
to the ruling party. No other party has been able to make 
much headway with the Christians as a community in Aligarh. 
As regards their Social and Economic Impact, we 
have already observed that the Christians as a community 
are not very economically sound. Without meaning any 
offence, it would not be wrong to say that their "economy 
is feminine". That ,is that the community on large depends 
upon their women folk who are generally the bread earners 
of the family; while the men indulge in lethargic pursuits 
like fishing, hunting, etc. We have large number of 
Christian girls and housewives enqjloyed as teachers, nurses, 
midwives and a few as menial staff. 
This particular factor has proved to be the 
death blow on the community, and that is the reason they 
sank so low that they could have been almost forgotten 
/ J 
had there not heen a nucleus left which had finally 
succeeded in bringing the comraunity up once again from 
the brink of disaster. From the point of interest, there 
was a time when Christians led in Education all over the 
country, but sad to say that right after Independence, in 
Aligarh which is education centre with the Aligarh Muslim 
University as the seat of learning, there' was not a single 
Christian graduate between 1948 and 1963. This female 
econonQT was and is to a large extent responsible for the 
Christian community losing much face among the other 
communities existing side by side in the social set-up of 
Aligarh, and not being able to keep up to the pace of 
progress of these. 
The Christians as a community possess all the 
ingredients of being good citizens. They have the potential 
of faithfulness because of their religious background. But 
much remains to be done. They have to exploit this trait 
of fidelity and technical aptitude to attain a better goal. 
It would not be presumptions to say that if they faithfully 
carry out their social obligaticais and strive for a more 
effective political and economic stand, they can very well 
be the 'elite' of the Aligarh Social Set-up one day. 
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A P P B N D I X 
HISTORY OF THE ALIGARp TOW^ 
A proper legend Informs us that Koll owes Its 
origin to a Koshrab, a Kshattriya of the lunar race who 
called the cit^ after his own name. Another treuiition 
assigns a totally different origin to the name. Accordiikg 
to this the Koil designation was conferred upon it by Balram 
(the brother of Lord Krishna) who slew here the great demon 
Kol, and subdued the neighbouring regions of the Doab. 
Aligharh the Headquarter of the District with the town of 
Koil may for all practical pui^oses be regarded as one and 
the same place. The name of the place was called from the 
neighbouring fort of thqt name known at different times as 
Mohammad Garh, Sabt Garh, Ram Garh and since the time of Nagf 
iaian as Aligarh. It lies in latitude 27*-55'-41" and 
longitude 78--6'-45". 
The District of Aligarh was held by the Dor Rajputs 
before the first Hohammadan invasion and continued in the hands 
of Raja of Bam until the close of 12th century. In 1194 A.D. 
Kutabuddin marched from Delhi to Koll, on which occasion as 
the Mohammadan historian informs us those were wise and £icute 
were converted to Islam, but those who stood by their ancient 
faith were slaim with sword. The city was thenceforward 
administered by Musalman Governors, but native Rajas retained 
A 6 
anich of their powers. The District suffered during the 
invasion of Tiniur in 14th century. After the capture of 
Delhi by the Mughals Babar appointed his followers Kachak 
Aii, Governor of Koil (1526). In the time of Akbar the 
District and the town were reorganised. After the death of 
Aurangzeb a Jat leader Suraj H&l took possession of Koil. 
Jats were ousted by Afghans in 1759 and for 20 years the 
District became a battle field. After the death of Suraj Mai, 
his own son Nawal Singh became the leader of Jats. In the 
year 1773, Najaf Khan collected a large army of Musalmans 
and drove out the Jats from AUgarh. Sindhia took place in 
1784. The District remained in the hands of Marhattas upto 
1803, with the exception of a few months during which 
Rohillas Garrison was placed in the fort of Aligarh, by 
Ghulam Kadir Khan, In 1802, the triple alliance between 
Holker, Sindhia and Raja of Nagpur against British, tjie 
Nizam and Peshwa, In the year 1803, Lord Lake advanced 
upon Aligarh. After the conquest of Aligarh the affairs of the 
city were placed in charge of an official Committee styled 
local Agents who were entrusted with the administration of 
the town duties, these being a kind of actroi tax on io^orts. 
In 1810, these duties were ablished and their place appears 
to have been taken by a form of house tax, which was 
regularised in the year 1865 under Act XX, of 1856. The 
city was made a Jfimicipality and the House tax continued to 
be collected till the introduction of octroi in 1869, The 
collection of octroi was modified in the year 1894, on the 
lines of the system adopted at Hathra^, whereby a distinction 
W81S made between wholesale and retail dealers. This method 
/, ? 
was abolished in 1901, and a regular Octroi Tax was imposed 
on a l l a r t i c l e s of commerce. The Octroi cons t i tu ted the 
grea t help of the Municipal income, and there was no other 
tax except on Tobacco grown within ^tonicipal l i m i t s . 
Considerable sums were rea l i sed from the rent of Bazar, 
houses and lands , from sa le of manure and from the }&inlcipal 
Pounds. The Board consisted of 10 e lected members and 
4 o f f i ce r s . 
The D i s t r i c t of Aligarh a f te r the conquest became 
a pargana of Parrukhabad D i s t r i c t . In the year 1804, a 
separate Di s t r i c t of Aligarh was created and Mr Russel was 
appointed as Col lector . 
In the year 1847, the c i t y of Koil had 36181 
inhab i t an t s . In 1853, 55001 and i n 1865, 48403, The s i t e 
had an area of 400 acres . In the year 1872, the population 
of the town was 58539, out of which 39,012 were Hindus and 
19,489 Muslims, 38 were Chr i s t ians , 
Upto the year 1869 there was Cantonment in Aligarh 
and i t was abolished in 1869. I t s a f f a i r s were t ransfer red 
t o the i&inicipaiity. The income of the Municipality during 
the year 1871-72, 1872-73, and 1873-74 was Rs.48,710/-, 
47,151/- and 45,253/- respect ively . 
In the very beginning Aligarh was a large centre of 
grain supply. As regards the cu l t i va t ion Tobacco and 
i^ ^s \^^ j^l 
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Potatoes were grown i n a very large quant i ty . The 
Municipality drove a handsome income by Tax on these growers. 
These taxes were inqjosed by the Govemiaent in G.O. lfo.2540/ 
XI-755-A, dated 23.8.1893, and G.O. No.3467/XI-737-A, dated 
20.10.1902. The tax on Tobacco was Rs.4/- per acre , and on 
Potatoes Ans . - /8 / - per pukhta Biga. Later on Aligarh became 
the absolute i n d u s t r i a l town for locks . The industry 
developed gradually (various i ndus t r i e s l ike bu i ld ing- f i t t i ng 
mater ia l s , e l e c t r i c a l goods). At present Aligarh i s a large 
i n d u s t r i a l town and i t s industry i s improving day by day. 
The trend in population growth has been given in the heading 
of "Area in populat ion". Since the very beginning the 
populati<«i of Hindus has been i n a very large number and 
t h i s mostly created communal disturbances from time to 
time in the town. The d i s t r i c t gazeteer of Aligarh has not 
been got pr inted since 1909, and the census repor t of 1971 
could also not be ava i l ab le . The h i s to ry has been prepared 
with the help of other records which could be ava i lab le . 
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